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98-43 February 26, 1998 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
BURTON WINS FIRST PLACE IN ESSAY CONTEST 
CHARLESTON-Kenyana Burton, daughter of Vanessa Burton and 
granddaughter of Odessi Burton, both of Park Forest, received first place in Eastern 
Illinois University's 1998 "I Have A Dream Essay Contest." 
She was selected by members of Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity, hosts of the annual 
event commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.'s birthday. Burton's essay, "An 
African-American Dream," emphasized her desire to be surrounded by a race with 
motivation, respect and unity. Education, inner-self motivation, self-respect and 
brotherhood and sisterhood are the essential elements Burton stressed in her essay. 
"Derived from this dream and a divergence from the American dream, I too have 
a dream. I have an African-American dream. It is one that is subsequent of Dr. Martin 
Luther King's dream. One day I would like to awaken to a race surrounded by 
motivation, self respect and unity .. .I have a dream that my people will recollect their 
historical significance and take pride in themselves .. .I have a dream," said Burton. 
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ADD 111/111 BURTON 
Burton, a senior speech communication and public relations major, is a 1994 
graduate of Rich Central High School, Olympia Fields. She currently is interning with 
Eastern's Planning and Public Affairs Office learning about media relations in a higher 
education environment. She is also active in The Agency, an Eastern student-run public 
relations firm. 
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